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“Seventy years after its
foundation, the United Nations
as a whole, with its unique
legitimacy, is still indispensable
when it comes to resolving the
issues facing humanity. But it,
too, needs to adapt to new
challenges. Germany will play
an active part in the necessary
reform process.”
—D
 R ANGELA MERKEL
FEDERAL CHANCELLOR
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The international community needs the UN now, over seventy years
after its foundation, more than ever. As the world’s only truly international organisation, it has the necessary legitimacy to confront
the global challenges of our time.
The Charter of the United Nations was mankind’s response to the
war and inhumanity that had originated in our country. In the
decades since then, Germany has managed to be readmitted
into the heart of the international community. For that, we Germans
are grateful. However, we are also aware that this entails
a certain responsibility.
As Europe’s most populous country and largest economy, the
Federal Republic of Germany has both the material resources
and the political will to shoulder responsibility on the international
stage. This especially applies to our commitment within the
United Nations. It is for this reason that Germany is applying for

a non-permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council for
the 2019/20 term.
Our still divided country joined the United Nations in 1973. Since
then, we have actively supported the organisation in its numerous tasks. Germany is the fourth-largest contributor with regard
to both the United Nations’ regular budget and its peace missions.
The Federal Government set aside over 1.3 billion dollars for
both budgets for the period 2016/17.
We have taken part in peace missions for almost 30 years. In 2016,
over 500 servicemen and women of the Bundeswehr and more
than 30 German police officers were deployed in the United Nations’
multilateral missions. More than 3000 Germans are serving the
cause of peace and security through their work in NATO and the
European Union. We have, in a consistent and targeted manner,
increased our personnel support for UN peacekeeping missions –
not only in quantitative, but also in qualitative terms.
The world is facing an ever growing number of crises. Armed
conflicts, displacement, epidemics and natural disasters have led
to an increase in the number of people in need. Germany has
earmarked over 825 million dollars for humanitarian assistance
in 2016 in order to ease suffering; by 2018, we will make 2.6 billion
dollars available for refugees of the Syrian civil war. We consider
it to be an expression of our values-based responsibility and
solidarity to help those in need quickly, flexibly and with a minimum
of red tape. Our cooperation with the United Nations aid organisations plays a central role in this objective. We are one of the
world’s largest development partners because we firmly believe
that peace and security can only be ensured in the long term
through development.
Our commitment to human rights around the world is therefore
a cornerstone of Germany’s foreign policy and an integral component of our efforts in the United Nations. Human rights violations
are often not only the result, but also the cause of conflicts.
Germany is committed to civil, political, economic, social and
cultural rights and is taking proactive steps to protect particularly vulnerable groups and those in need of protection. We have
devoted particular attention to the rights of women and children,
as well as the human right to clean drinking water and sanitation.
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Foreign Minister Steinmeier and UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
in the UN City of Bonn

The international community needs the UN now, over seventy years
after its foundation, more than ever. As the world’s only truly international organisation, it has the necessary legitimacy to confront
the global challenges of our time.
The Charter of the United Nations was mankind’s response to the
war and inhumanity that had originated in our country. In the
decades since then, Germany has managed to be readmitted
into the heart of the international community. For that, we Germans
are grateful. However, we are also aware that this entails
a certain responsibility.
As Europe’s most populous country and largest economy, the
Federal Republic of Germany has both the material resources
and the political will to shoulder responsibility on the international
stage. This especially applies to our commitment within the
United Nations. It is for this reason that Germany is applying for
a non-permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council for
the 2019/20 term.

German UN observers with children in the Sudan

Our still divided country joined the United Nations in 1973. Since
then, we have actively supported the organisation in its numerous tasks. Germany is the fourth-largest contributor with regard
to both the United Nations’ regular budget and its peace missions.
The Federal Government set aside over 1.3 billion dollars for
both budgets for the period 2016/17.
We have taken part in peace missions for almost 30 years. In 2016,
over 500 servicemen and women of the Bundeswehr and more
than 30 German police officers were deployed in the United Nations’
multilateral missions. More than 3000 Germans are serving the
cause of peace and security through their work in NATO and the
European Union. We have, in a consistent and targeted manner,
increased our personnel support for UN peacekeeping missions –
not only in quantitative, but also in qualitative terms.
The world is facing an ever growing number of crises. Armed
conflicts, displacement, epidemics and natural disasters have led
to an increase in the number of people in need. Germany has
earmarked over 825 million dollars for humanitarian assistance
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PEACE
Conflict prevention, stabilisation
and post-conflict peacebuilding
are among the pillars of our
foreign policy.
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“The truly important works
were the result of the concerted
efforts of many. That was
how the peace plan in Central
America came about. The German
Government undoubtedly
played an indispensable role
in this process.”
—D
 R ÓSCAR ARIAS
NOBEL PEACE PRIZE LAUREATE AND
TWICE PRESIDENT OF COSTA RICA

Berlin Wall, graffiti
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German Bundeswehr soldiers as UN observers in the Sudan
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Germany is a reliable, credible and experienced partner for peace,
security and stability. In a world that is “out of joint”, the international community is being called on more than ever before to work
together to address conventional and new security challenges.
We have both the highly trained personnel and the technical
resources at our disposal to actively support the United Nations’
peace missions with civilian, military and police forces. Germany
is making a particular contribution with high-grade ground, aerial
and sea-based reconnaissance systems, and also with training
support and advisory services. The current focus of Germany’s
efforts is on Mali, where, alongside German police officers,
a reconnaissance team from the Bundeswehr is lending substantial support to the implementation of the peace process under
the flag of the United Nations. At present, we are involved in UN
peace missions in Europe, Africa and Asia, and are contributing
over 6 percent of the entire budget for the missions each year.
Our efforts go far beyond military means, however. We are
committed to a comprehensive approach to achieving peace that
accords civil measures the same priority in efforts to resolve
conflicts. German police officers and civilian experts are deployed
around the world to help establish rule-of-law structures in the
police and justice sector. Conflict prevention, stabilisation and
post-conflict peacebuilding are among the pillars of our foreign
policy. We are resolutely committed to the cause of peace with
a bundle of civilian measures. In accordance with Security
Council Resolution 1325, a significant milestone for the role of
women in armed conflicts, Germany attaches great importance
to women’s ability to participate in all phases of peace negotiations,
conflict prevention and resolution. As the second-largest voluntary
contributor, we are helping to ensure that a standby team of mediation experts within the United Nations is ready to be deployed
at any time. Moreover, we are making a substantial contribution to
the United Nations Peacebuilding Fund, which aims to prevent
a return to armed conflict with peacebuilding measures.

Soldiers on the bridge of the corvette “Erfurt” on maritime surveillance duties
within the framework of the UNIFIL mission off the coast of Lebanon

The current uncontrolled arms races that threaten our security
can and must be countered with disarmament, arms control
and non-proliferation. Germany strongly supports measures to
strengthen and expand existing arms control regimes. We have
achieved a great deal in this area. German experts lent a hand in
destroying the remnants of Syrian chemical weapons – 370 tonnes
of chemicals to create sarin and mustard gas. Each year, we
invest over 16.5 million dollars in mine and ordnance clearance.
We are playing an active role in the efforts to reduce the number
of weapons that claim the most victims around the world in the
framework of the UN Programme of Action on Small Arms and
Light Weapons.
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JUSTICE
With the 2030 Agenda,
the international community
has agreed to promote peaceful
and inclusive societies in
line with the principle of
sustainable development.
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“Germany is an open and diverse
society, and a vibrant economy
with a strong commitment to
fight climate change. I admire its
active pursuits to create a safe,
stable and just world.”
— P ROF. MUHAMMAD YUNUS
NOBEL PEACE PRIZE LAUREATE

Justitia
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The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea in Hamburg
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Aid workers of the Welthungerhilfe responsible for the distribution of
household goods register a woman in Afghanistan

Chancellor Merkel with Nobel Peace Prize laureate Malala

Human rights are the foundation of our global coexistence.
They are universal and indivisible. If human dignity is violated
or the rights of the individual are systematically threatened
and disregarded, then we must act. A credible human rights
policy always begins at home. Germany has acceded to the
fundamental international conventions on the protection of
human rights that allow the United Nations to examine the
observance of human rights in Germany. We accepted special
responsibility for this when we assumed the presidency of the
Human Rights Council in 2015.

Council and the General Assembly, we are working to further
economic, social and cultural rights such as the right to water
and sanitation and adequate housing.

Gender equality and the self-determination of all women and
girls are among the fundamental values that we stand up for
around the globe each and every day. We are actively committed
to the implementation of women’s rights, as demonstrated by
our vice-chairmanship of the 60th session of the Commission
on the Status of Women.

The UN is the guarantor and architect of international law. We are
supporting its work to implement and continue to develop this
field, for example by seconding renowned legal experts to the
International Law Commission and the Human Rights Committee,
and have submitted to the jurisdiction of the International Criminal
Court out of conviction. Moreover, German experts are working
in conflict areas to help to rebuild rule-of-law structures in judiciary and penal systems and to elaborate legislation.

With the 2030 Agenda, the international community has agreed
to promote peaceful and inclusive societies in line with the
principle of sustainable development. In the Human Rights

We firmly believe that there is a close correlation between
protecting human rights and safeguarding peace and security.
If the human rights dimension of a conflict is not identified early
on, social and political discord will continue to deepen. It is for
this reason that we are committed to greater cooperation
between the Security Council and the Human Rights Council.
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INNOVATION
Development begins in the mind.
Education is a motor for innovation,
development and peace.
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“As a Pacific Island State, Palau
is also one of the most climate
change affected countries
in the world. We need strong
international support in order
to preserve our natural heritage
for future generations. Palau
is proud to know that Germany
is at its side in this endeavour.”
—T
 OMMY E. REMENGESAU JR.
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PALAU

Wind turbines
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Water for everyone: German aid agencies in action
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German pavilion at the EXPO in Shanghai, China

German universities are popular throughout the world. More than 300,000
foreign students from all over the globe are studying at German universities

The Security Council’s legitimacy and ability to act are being
increasingly called into question on account of its outdated
structure. Its composition and working methods must be adjusted
to the global realities of the 21st century. Together with our partners,
Germany advocates structural reform of the Security Council to
make the most important body for the international peace order
more representative and efficient.

The legally binding climate agreement negotiated in Paris sets
important parameters for a genuinely sustainable worldwide
energy supply in order to protect our planet from the impact of
climate change. Words must now be followed by deeds. As a
founding member of the United Nations Environment Programme,
we are ready to share our wide range of experiences and ambitions as a pioneer in the area of renewable energies.

The United Nations must respond to new circumstances not only in
institutional terms. The globalisation of the world economy, transfer
of environmentally friendly technologies that promote development
and digitisation are creating unprecedented opportunities for us to
boost development in the world’s poorest countries too.

Education is a motor for innovation, development and peace.
By nurturing young minds, we encourage an active role in the
development of our world. The sustainable development objective
to ensure equal and high-quality education for all children and
young people is thus one of our top priorities. There are more
than 300,000 foreign students at German universities, making
the country one of the most popular places in the world to study.
Each year, Germany contributes 1.5 billion dollars to promote
education in developing countries.

With its 17 development goals, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development will radically alter the international development
architecture in the coming years. In Germany, we are continuing
to develop our national sustainability strategy in light of the 2030
Agenda. Germany is undergoing a national review of implementation of the Agenda already in its first year, both at the national level
and in cooperation with development partners.
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PARTNERSHIP
Climate change is a challenge
that we will only be able to
respond to together.

PEACE JUSTICE INNOVATION PARTNERSHIP

17

“Germany stands for innovation
in sports and far beyond, for
reliability and true partnership.
As an African, I am proud to
say that Germany is one of the
most consistent and trustworthy
partners for the further
development of our continent.”
— H AILE GEBRSELASSIE
RUNNING LEGEND, MULTIPLE
OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALLIST
AND FORMER MARATHON
WORLD RECORD HOLDER

United Nations Headquarters in New York
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A member of the German Johanniter in the Philippines after a typhoon
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Refugee childcare in Bonn

A member of the project “Preservation of the Islamic manuscripts of
Timbuktu” repairing cracks and tears in a manuscript page

Good neighbourly relations are the basis of our foreign policy
activities. In a world that is shrinking, this applies to neighbours
both near and far in equal measure. As the third-largest contributor to development cooperation with the global south, Germany
supports numerous projects to the tune of over 13 billion dollars
each year. The Federal Government sees development policy as an
investment in the future of our world; today, development policy
seeks, first and foremost, to create structures, share knowledge
and ideas and help people to help themselves. We therefore
intend to increase our budget in this area substantially in the
coming years.

plays a key role. We want and are able to give the world a more
humane face.

In the face of the largest movements of refugees and migrants in
Europe since the Second World War, Germany is taking responsibility for a just and humane approach to refugees. We firmly
believe that the refugee crisis can only be solved by tackling the
causes of flight in the countries of origin. The Federal Government
intends to set aside a total of 2.6 billion dollars by 2018 for aid
organisations such as the UNHCR and the World Food Programme
in order to help Syrian war refugees in the Middle East. Supplying
refugees with food and educational and employment opportunities

Climate change is a further challenge that we will only be able
to respond to together. The Federal Government has pledged to
double budgetary funds for climate funding to a total of at least
7.9 billion dollars per year by 2020. We firmly believe that climate
change is more than just an environmental phenomenon. Its
foreign and security policy consequences are unmistakable.
The existence of numerous regions is threatened by rising sea
levels while extreme weather conditions are jeopardising food
security and access to clean water, especially in emerging
economies and developing countries. We are therefore working
to raise awareness of climate change as a security policy issue.
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FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION
TO THE UN BUDGET
2016

158,498,000 USD

PERSONNEL SUPPORT FOR
UN PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS,
AS ILLUSTRATED BY
MINUSMA/MALI
2016

FOURTH-LARGEST CONTRIBUTOR
up to

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION
TO UN PEACEKEEPING
MISSIONS
7/2015 - 6/2016

512,287,000 USD
FOURTH-LARGEST CONTRIBUTOR

up to

20

650

POLICE
OFFICERS

SOLDIERS

NUMBER OF
PEACEKEEPING
MISSIONS
IN WHICH
WE HAVE
PARTICIPATED

NUMBER
OF TIMES
GERMANY HAS
PREVIOUSLY
BEEN A UNSR
MEMBER

2016
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NUMBER OF UN INSTITUTIONS
IN GERMANY
2016

30

BONN, BERLIN, DRESDEN, FRANKFURT,
HAMBURG, MUNICH, NUREMBERG

NUMBER OF
UN STAFF
IN GERMANY

FINANCIAL RESOURCES FOR
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE

1,158,000,000 USD
THIRD-LARGEST DONOR

OFFICIAL
DEVELOPMENT
ASSISTANCE

2016

1200

APPROX.

NUMBER OF FOREIGN
STUDENTS IN GERMANY

2016

2015

(ODA – OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE)

17,779,000,000 USD
THIRD-LARGEST DONOR
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“In all areas of our work – from
development assistance to peace
missions to environmental
protection – the United Nations
can rely on Germany’s steadfast
support and its exceptional
leadership. Germany shows
the world that true greatness
is measured by a nation’s
commitment to global progress.”
— K OFI ANNAN

